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UM MARKS CHARTER DAY WITH PUBLIC EVENTS, SERVICE AWARDS 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana will celebrate its 105th birthday Thursday, Feb. 19, with a daylong 
series of public events and free cake at two Missoula locations.
The day of celebration begins at 10:30 a.m. with a ceremony to commemorate UM’s charter by 
the Legislature on Feb. 17, 1893. Five friends of the University will be honored for outstanding service 
during the public ceremony in the Montana Theatre, located in the Performing Arts and 
Radio/Television Center. Charter Day award recipients are Helen Guthrie “Gus” Miller, Gregory L. 
Hanson, Harold “Hal” Fraser, David E. Bilderback and Mark McCue.
UM President George Dennison and his wife, Jane, will serve birthday cake to the public at 2:30 
p.m. in the University Center south atrium and at 4 p.m. at Southgate Mall. The New Jubes, a UM 
student vocal group, will sing several selections, including “Happy Birthday” to UM, during the 
University Center celebration.
Miller will receive the Robert T. Pantzer Award for making the University a more open and 
humane learning environment. A Butte resident who has worked in the media for years, Miller served 
on the fund-raising committee for UM’s recently completed $71.4 million Capital Campaign and chaired 
the Butte community campaign drive for the University from 1984 to 1986. She also has served on the 
University Theatre renovation committee and the Montana Repertory Theatre Advisory Council. She
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currently serves on the School of Fine Arts Advisory Council and volunteers for KUFM’s signal 
extension project. Miller’s daughter, Eden Atwood, a cast member of the Montana Rep’s “Swingtime 
Canteen,” will perform a musical selection from the show during the Charter Day awards ceremony.
The show will play nightly Feb. 17-21 in the Montana Theatre.
Hanson will receive the Neil S. Bucklew Presidential Service Award for his efforts to foster 
understanding of UM’s needs and strengths. A Missoula lawyer, Hanson serves as counsel to the UM 
Foundation and is a former board trustee. He often lectures in the School of Business Administration 
and serves as a member of the School of Law’s Educational Development Committee and the UM 
Century' Club board.
Fraser, a Missoula banker, will receive the Montana Alumni Award for his longtime support of 
the University. He was a member of the Washington-Grizzly Stadium fund-raising committee during 
1985-86, raised money for UM’s immediate academic needs as an Excellence Fund volunteer fund­
raiser during the 1980s and has been a Homecoming parade volunteer for the past 13 years. In 1997 he 
served as fund-raising chair for the business school’s Small Business Institute.
Bilderback, a UM biological sciences professor, will receive the Montana Faculty Service Award 
. Since joining the UM faculty in 1972, he has served on a number of committees ranging from searches 
for faculty and deans to academic standards and curriculum review. Bilderback served as botany chair 
during 1983-1988 and as associate dean of the College of Arts and Sciences during 1988-1996. He has 
been active in Faculty Senate and the University Teachers’ Union.
Mark McCue will receive the ASUM Student Service Award. He serves as an ASUM senator, a 
UM Advocate, a University Center Board member and a disc jockey for KBGA, the student radio 
station on campus. A senior from Billings, McCue is an organizational communications major.
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Other public activities scheduled for Charter Day are:
School of Education Research Symposium—featuring “Instructional Technology Use by 
Montana High Schools: Implications for Educators” by Associate Professor Billie Herrin and 
doctoral student Sandra Williams; ‘Taking on a New Leadership Position: A Study of Teacher 
Expectations" by Associate Professor Ernie Jean and education Dean Don Robson; and “Pre-primary 
Education in the People’s Republic of China: The Current Status of Teacher Education in the School 
Curriculum” by Professor Rhea Ashmore, 4:30-7 p.m., UC Mount Sentinel Room.
Basketball—Lady Griz vs. Portland State, 7:05 p.m., Harry Adams Field House.
Annual Native American Lecture—“Repatriation Challenges for Tribal People and Museums” by 
Betty White, repatriation manager, National Museum of the American Indian, Smithsonian 
Institution, 7:30 p.m., Milwaukee Station. Free.
Concert—Global Divas, 7:30 p.m., University Theatre. Tickets are $12/youth, $13/students, 
$15/senior citizens/faculty/staff, $17/general. Call 243-4999.
Drama production—“Swingtime Canteen,” 7:30 p.m., Montana Theatre, Performing Arts and 
Radio/Television Center. Tickets are $12/general and $11/students and senior citizens. Call 
243-4581.
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